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Phone service without a plan or contract? I like that but I still don’t want to pay anything 
for it either. Okay, I am a cheapskate! There I said it. 
 
So for years now, about 55 years, I have had a landline service. I did not even think that 
I could go on with life without it. Remember when you would pay $1.00 per minute for a 
‘long distance’ call? If you are under 30 years old then look it up on your internet. 
One day my wife announced that she wanted a cell phone. This was sometimes in the 
late 1990’s. I could not justify it but she did. I could live without one as long as I had my 
trusty landline. Well, the day came and she brought home a flip cell phone. They were 
so nice at the Verizon store that they gave her a ‘free’ phone and a monthly bill that 
was three times what I paid for the landline phone. 
 
That flip phone could not do much more than being a nice phone with an address book 
in it. She was limited in talk minutes but when more were needed, Verizon was very 
friendly in selling her more. 
 
As years went by, I dropped the land line and got one of those cell phones of the day. It 
also was a flip phone. Time progressed and so did technology. The iPhone 3G was 
introduced and upset everything. 
 
Phones were no longer phones. These manufacturers put small computers in them and 
called them ‘smart.’ It was now at this point that I was hooked. However, it also became 
expensive to have one of these. Still, millions, no change that to billions of people 
around the world got one. I was one of them. 
 
It only took a short while to realize these smart phones were expensive to own. 
Somehow when you looked at the smart phone in the phone store, it did not look that 
expensive. It only took a few months after owning one for me to ‘smart-up’ and realize 
the actual expense. I wanted more for less. 
 
Let’s fast forward to today. The phones are very smart. In addition, they are faster and 
bigger. They hold more information. It is now that the state of the art smart phones are 
approaching laptop functionality. Today there are more apps for the smart phones then 
there are programs for computers. 
 
So let me repeat what I said earlier, I am a cheapskate! 
 



Each and every month when the bill was due, I kept thinking -- there must be 
something else cheaper and better. I repeated that each month till today. I found the 
solution. Yes I could do cheaper and close to better. All this is made possible by the 
competition among the cell phone providers, the wealth of the consumer, competition 
by manufactures, apps and stinginess. 
 
Okay, if you look around, you will see almost everybody you know with a cell phone. 
You know people that wait every two years to get the latest offerings by manufacturers. 
You see ads by AT&T, Verizon, T-Mobile, Sprint, Straight Talk, MetroPCS, and many 
more providers. You see ads and reviews on the news about the latest offerings by 
Apple and Samsung and other manufactures. Where do you fit in? 
 
Are you one of those waiting for the latest offering no matter what it costs? Or are you 
one of those people that does not need the latest and gripe about how much you pay 
for a cell phone. Here is a solution for the second character that does not need the 
latest. 
 
There are a lot of ‘old smart phones’ that are not being used because the owner 
upgraded to a later version. Basically the new one does what the old one does except 
the newer one may be larger and faster. Not much of a difference. They both make 
phone calls, text, email, surf the internet and have access to thousands of apps. What 
is the older phone doing now? It is probably collecting dust on a shelf somewhere. This 
is gold for a prospector like me. 
 
The previous owner may not think the old phone is worth much. Many people are 
happy to sell the old phone for pennies on the dollar. If you are a good friend or related 
to that person then they may even give it away to you. If that happens to you I suggest 
that you take it. 
 
Several providers will give away smart phones that are refurbished and may be one to 
two generations old. If you go to www.straighttalk.com you may shop for smart phones. 
Usually Straight Talk features a ‘free’ or $9.99 smart phone, IF you buy a month’s plan. 
The plan costs $45.00 and features unlimited everything for 30 days. Not a bad deal. 
After that 30 days, you can do whatever you want to do with this smart phone. This is a 
NO CONTRACT phone. You are not bound to a contract. Make sure the smart phone is 
an Android phone. 
 
If you shop around, you will see that other providers do similar deals. Currently Verizon 
offers a Motorola G for $25.00 for use on their No contract - month to month plan. This 
phone retails for $179.00 and is a very good choice. If you don’t like Verizon then check 
out www.textnow.com for FreedomPop, Cricket and MetroPCS are other providers that 
have similar deals. Currently MertoPCS offers a very good phone for ZERO dollars 
after rebate and two months of service. It is the LG Leon LTE. It features a 4.5 inch 
screen and Quad core processor. (Deal ends June 30, 2015) 
 



Use the phone for one or two months and the phone is free to you to use anyway you 
wish. Do you get the idea? 
 
You also need to shop around for your best current deal. Go on line to 
www.dealnews.com as a resource. 
 
So now you did get one of these phones and are out of any contract and now want to 
know what to do with it. 
 
You go to the Google Play Store or Amazon App Store using your phone through a 
local Wi-Fi if you are Android. Do a search for Apps that will give you VOIP service. By 
the way, VOIP stands for Voice Over Internet Protocol. It makes an app turn your off-
line phone act like an active cell phone. It does not use the cell towers or cell service of 
a phone company so you do not need to pay anyone. However, it will do the same as a 
cell phone by using the Internet. The Internet service is a key component in making this 
work. If you do not have internet then this will NOT work. You can use hot spots that 
are around and free. 
 
On the Android phone, I like an App called GrooVe IP Lite. This app is free but does 
have ads in it. You may purchase the ad free version for $4.99 if you wish. This App 
does not have Text function yet so you will need a Text App if you like to text. GrooVe 
IP will give you a phone number to use that is free. That is you new phone number. You 
may call free anywhere in the USA. If someone calls you and you do not have the 
phone running then the caller can leave a voice message to you. This voice message 
will then be sent to your email. So you never have to miss a call. This app has many 
options and is the best one that I found. Sorry but it is not available for iPhone. 
When you look for VOIP programs you will have several to choose from. Try them out. 
They usually are free but not always so read the description carefully. Other apps 
include some of the brand products like Magic Jack or Freedom Pop. Usually Google 
Voice is available but I found it confusing to configure to my needs. 
 
Here are some apps for the iPhone or Android: Skype - free between Skype users but 
on as a phone. If you pay you can get it just like a phone. Cost per year will run about 
$40.00. This is available for Android also. 
 
TEXTNOW CLASSIC - You get a free dedicated phone number, Texting, Picture 
Messaging, Calling and VoiceMail. You earn credits by watching Ads or you can buy 
them. It is cheap. This also works on Android. What is interesting about this App is that 
this company partnered with Sprint. If your phone is Sprint compatible then you can get 
very low cost service. It starts at $18.99 per month and no contract. This is optional and 
not required. 

Again, there are many more apps so I advise you to check it out and get the one you 
like. The idea is to get a phone number and use your out of service smart phone with 
VOIP service. 



I hope that you get some understanding about what is happening here. The smart 
phone - cell phone industry is changing. It is competing as it should. There will be 
casualties. Fruit can be shaken from the tree. That is your gain to go after. 

So now you have a fully (almost) functional smart phone. You DO NOT pay any fees to 
have it either. Now this is what I am talking about. I hope this article helps you  


